January 6, 2014

Governor Steve Bullock
P.O. Box 200801
Helena, MT 59620-0801

Attorney General Tim Fox
P.O. Box 201401
Helena, MT 59620-1401

Dear Governor Bullock and Attorney General Fox,

As Mission Irrigation District and Jocko Valley Irrigation District farmers and ranchers, we want
to join with Flathead District farmers and ranchers who have already sent you a letter expressing
support for the Flathead Reservation Compact and the Water Use Agreement. Like them, we
have some grave concerns about the misinformation that is circulating about the proposed Water
Use Agreement and the Compact.

Every legal water right has four attributes—a point of diversion—a place of use—a flow rate—
and a priority date, or date of appropriation. Of these, the last—priority date, is most important,
especially in times of drought. Under western water law, 100% of the senior water right must be
satisfied before water can be released to a junior right. There is no sharing of water shortages
between junior and senior rights. In times of drought, that means that junior rights may not
receive any water at all, depending on the available supply.

In the Klamath River Basin in southern Oregon, a negotiated settlement was reached several
years ago that provided for water and sharing in times of shortages between junior and senior
water rights involving irrigation districts and the Klamath Tribes. Other irrigators refused to
participate in the negotiated settlement, however. This year, the irrigators with the negotiated
settlement are receiving water and the irrigators who refused to negotiate are having ‘calls’
placed on their water, which means they cannot irrigate because the water they are using needs to
satisfy the senior Indian water right. According to news articles, this involves at least 58,000
acres of irrigated land.

We do not want that to happen here, on the Flathead Indian Irrigation Project or on the Flathead
Indian Reservation. We believe the proposed Water Use Agreement and the Flathead
Reservation Compact should be approved and implemented by the State of Montana, the U.S.
and the CSKT.

The FIBC spent millions litigating instream flows in the late 1980’s and early 1990’s. The FIBC
lost. We believe the FJBC will lose again and we do not want to pay for more litigation. We do
not want to pay for increased pumping costs which may approach $6.00-$7.00 per acre after
2015. We do not want to lose the benefits of a secure supply of irrigation water guaranteed by
the water use agreement. We do not want to lose the benefits of state and federal dollars fixing
our irrigation project.



We would like to address and rebut some erroneous claims being promoted by Compact
opponents:

First, the Compact does not allow CSKT control of all the water in western Montana, or even
on the Flathead Indian Reservation. In fact, simply reading the proposed Water Use Agreement
and Compact proves that to be a false claim. The Compact clearly states that Montana will
administer all off reservation water, including water rights co-owned between the CSKT and
Montana and water rights held by the CSKT. The Water use agreement clearly states that private
and secretarial water rights are not included in the Agreement or Compact and that the Montana
Water Court will adjudicate those claims. Finally, The CSKT also do not have unilateral
jurisdiction on the Flathead Reservation, either. The Compact sets up a six member board, with
five voting members to oversee administration of water rights and permits on the Reservation.
Only two of these six members are appointed by the CSKT. Does this sound like the CSKT will
have unilateral control of water in western Montana? No.

Second, the Water Use Agreement provides a good, secure water supply for irrigators, including
a mechanism for irrigators to continue to receive extra duty water. This provides Flathead
Project irrigators with a reliable supply of water, without any litigation costs and also provides
large amounts of state and federal dollars to improve the irrigation project. These are dollars that
irrigators will not have to raise themselves to affect much needed repairs.

Third, There is no provision in the Water Use Agreement or Compact that allows the CSKT to
monitor or meter wells. The Unitary Management board may require meters on new large wells,
as is done in other areas of the state, but that is for the protection of existing small wells, as is
done in other areas of the state.

Fourth, the Compact specifically provides a mechanism not only for the protection of existing
water uses, such as all the wells that have been drilled since 1996 without any permits, but also
provides for the development of future uses, including new wells. These Compact provisions
virtually mirror Montana law. The Compact and Water Use agreement provide certainty and
security that is now lacking, without spending millions of dollars in litigation costs.

Governor Bullock, we respectfully request your support for the Flathead Reservation Compact to
be addressed in a special session of the Montana legislature. We cannot afford the alternative.

Signed**:

Glen & Karen Raisland, St. Ignatius
Rocky & Robin Schock, St. Ignatius
Teri Carns, St. Ignatius

Cheryl Colacuricio, St. Ignatius

George & Denise Gooddale, St. Ignatius
Aspen & Brian Incashola, St. Ignatius
Walt Schock, St. Ignatius

Jake Wadsworth, St. Ignatius



Scott Wadsworth, St. Ignatius

Paul Wadsworth, St. Ignatius

Karen Stewart, St. Ignatius

Dennis Miller, St. Ignatius

Greg Schock, St. Ignatius

Mark Castor, St. Ignatius

Jerry & Valerie Johnson, St. Ignatius
Lynette Mikkelsen, St. Ignatius

Wayne & Maccine Scammon, St. Ignatius
Steve Hughes, Polson

Robert Watson, St. Ignatius

Jerry & Janet McGahan, Arlee

David Rockwell, Dixon

Roy Anderson, St. Ignatius

Linda Helding, Arlee

Mary Stranahan, Arlee

Rod Richardson, St. Ignatius

Henry & Dorothy Jorgensen, St Ignatius
Gary & Lavonn Grandy, St. Ignatius
Brad Kling, St. Ignatius

Jack & Claudia McReady, St. Ignatius
Penny Nord, Arlee

Shirley Juhl, Placid Lake (non-district)
Steve Dagger, Arlee

Gordon Doney, Arlee

Dale Doney, Arlee

Clark Matt, Arlee

Malone Trust, Arlee

Randy Tiensvold, Arlee

Walter Mahler, Arlee

Bonnie Burnett, Arlee

Maxine Doney, Arlee

Kerry Doney, Arlee

Ron Kernvelt, Arlee

Cub & Glenda Dumontier, Arlee

Dan & Janet Chilcote, Arlee & Missoula
John & Lydia Fleming, St. Ignatius
Rick Runkle, St. Ignatius

Bill & Marilyn Wolf, St. Ignatius

Kim & Betsy Manore, St. Ignatius
Wilma Manore, St. Ignatius

Joe Weydt, Arlee

Don & Donna Coffman, St. Ignatius & Sidney, MT
Peggy Johnson, St. Ignatius

Justin Krantz, St. Ignatius

Lindy & Gary Tachick, St. Ignatius



Penny Rockwell, St. Ignatius

Alan Harriman, St. Ignatius

Merrill Bradshaw, Arlee

Thelma Olsen, St. Ignatius

Bob Brannen, St. Ignatius

Bob & Chantel McCauley, St. Ignatius
Kathryn (Kate) Campbell, St. Ignatius
Betty Mae Schall, Arlee

Tracy Kay Schall, Dixon

Linze Brockmeyer, St. Ignatius

Wendy Olsen, St. Ignatius

Larry & Lauri Randall, St. Ignatius

Bob & Susie Thoft, St. Ignatius

Alan Zemple, St. Ignatius

Dennis Wheeler, St. Ignatius

Mark & Kathy Schmidt, St. Ignatius
Charlie & Katie James, St. Ignatius
Cherie Garcelon, Arlee (non-district)
Yvonne Grenier, Arlee (non-district)
Patricia Hurly-Rogers, Ravalli (non-district)
Roger Christopher & Elizabeth Reinhardt, Arlee
Kathee Dunham, Arlee

Patrick L. Rardin, St. Ignatius

Charlie & Katie James, St. Ignatius

Les Billington, 7F Ranch, St. Ignatius
Bea Hill, St. Ignatius

Linda Werdin, St. Ignatius & Lewistown
Theo & Marian Green, St. Ignatius
Dorthy Roseleip, St. Ignatius

Denise Incashola, St. Ignatius

Pattiglen Angus Ranch, LLP (Terry & Betsy Murphy), St. Ignatius
Simon Miller, St. Ignatius

Hope Litzsinger, St. Ignatius

Thomas & Cynthia Mullins, St. Ignatius
Stuart & Donna Morton, St. Ignatius
Marjorie Rollins, et.al., St. Ignatius

Deb Chapman, Arlee

Lloyd A. & Geraldine F. Turnage, St. Ignatius
Dennis & Melvina Krantz, St. Ignatius
Dan Piccitte, Arlee

Eric Cutter, Arlee

Kayo Gardner & Aspen Smith, Arlee
Bob Hartman, Arlee

Anthony & Michelle Hoyt, Arlee

John & Clare Walker, St. Ignatius

Ray Hitchcock, Arlee



Mary Bick, St. Ignatius

Verna Krantz, St. Ignatius

Kenneth H. & Kathryn Krantz, St. Ignatius

John & Loma Kauffman, St. Ignatius

Allen Kauffman, St. Ignatius

Jeniel J. Bennefield, St. Ignatius

Terrence Jacob Simkins, St. Ignatius

Myrna Lynn Vanderburg, St. Ignatius

Bryce Christiaens and Rebecca Shoemaker, Arlee

Niki F. & Howard J. Kent, St. Ignatius

Nick J. Herak & Karen Kleinklaus, St. Ignatius

Cal Polinsky, St. Ignatius

Robert A Larsson, St. Ignatius

Aimee S Kudrna, St. Ignatius

Dave and Eva Prather, St. Ignatius

Julie Pavlock, Foothill Farm, St. Ignatius

Jim & Sara Udall, St. Ignatius

Barbara J. Burns, St. Ignatius

Dorothy Irvine, St. Ignatius

Kay H. Kelly, St. Ignatius

Lila Faye Krantz, St Ignatius

Barbara A. Conley, St. Ignatius

Maria Henry, St. Ignatius

Ben Selby (Selby 2002 Revocable Trust), St. Ignatius

John & Elizabeth Lee, St. Ignatius

Karen Weeast, Missoula (Mission District)

Patricia Jean Sandvig, Missoula (Mission District)

Lois Sally Mitchell, St. Ignatius

Alvin & Christine Old Coyote, St. Ignatius

Jack & Vivian Sabers, Salem, South Dakota (Mission District)
Garr Thomas & Nancy Carol Jensen, Erda, Utah (Mission District)
Dave Seery, Golden, CO (Mission District)

Gerri McGee, St. Ignatius

Brandon D. Gilleard, St. Ignatius

Norton & Sharon Couron, St Ignatius

Brian Anderson, Missoula, MT (Mission District)

Robert & Coleen Anderson, Missoula Mt (Mission District)
John & Connie Reece, St. Ignatius

Cynthia & Break Howard, Plain, MT (Mission District)
John L. Weaver, St. Ignatius

Jennifer Knoetgen & Micah Boggage, Arlee

Kevin Eichhorn, Arlee

Jennifer Kaplan, Arlee

Jere & Henrietta Cockrell, Portash Chilmark, UK & Missoula MT (Mission District)
William & Roxanne Boettcher, Missoula (Mission District)
Wesley A Rogaiski, St. Ignatius



**These farmers, ranchers and district landowners operate more than 11,000 acres in the
combined 22,000 acre Mission and Jocko Valley Irrigation Districts.



